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abolished fasting on Wednesday and Friday when it coincided
with a holiday.
Under the circumstances the immediate influence of the torch
bearers of piety in the Pechersky Monastery upon the surround-
ing world was considerably smaller than that which the pious Kiev
legend proved to have on posterity. Only upon the upper classes of
their contemporary society could the monastic ascetics exert any
influence but even there the monks resolutely observed the com-
mandment, "Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are
Caesar V and welcomed a prince "as befits a prince" and a boiarin
"as befits a boiarin." When Abbot Theodosius interfered in the
conflict between the princes and tried to persuade Prince Sviatoslav
to give back to his elder brother the throne which he had illegally
usurped, and in return the Prince threatened to banish him, the
brethren entreated their superior to cease his pastoral admonitions.
Sometimes the Prince would come to the monastery and listen to
the edifying discourses, but if he ever was guided by the monastic
advice in his private life his conscience alone could tell. The upper
classes, however, did not turn to the monastery even for enlight-
enment, all they required of an Orthodox priest or monk was what
they formerly received from the pagan magi.
The Paterifyn recounts that one day the people from a village
belonging to the monastery came and begged the Abbot to expel
the house demon from the stall where he was wasting away the
cattle. Pagan deities did not cease to exist for a Christian of those
days; they were merely transformed into demons and the struggle
against them became his immediate duty. So the Pechersky Abbot
answered the villagers' call, went to the village, and mindful of the
word of the Lord: "Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer
and fasting," spent the night in the stall in prayer until the break
of day, and from that time on all the mischiefs of the house demon
ceased.
Such was the condition of religious faith in Russia soon after the
conversion, and having familiarized ourselves with the humble be-
ginnings of Russian piety we must now turn to its further devel-
opment.